
The Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) has received a grant from the Dave 
Thomas Foundation for Adoption for Calendar Year 2015 to help recruit prospective adoptive families 
through the Wednesday’s Child program that airs on FOX 11 News.  DCFS is requesting that the 
Board delegate authority to execute a grant agreement and accept the grant funds. 

SUBJECT

February 03, 2015

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL TO ACCEPT GRANT FUNDS FROM THE DAVE THOMAS 
FOUNDATION FOR ADOPTION FOR THE WEDNESDAY’S CHILD PROGRAM

(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES) 

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Accept $30,000 in grant funds for the calendar year 2015 that are being awarded by the Dave 
Thomas Foundation for Adoption to DCFS.

2. Delegate authority to the Director of DCFS, or designee, to execute the attached grant agreement. 
 Delegate authority to the Director of DCFS, or designee, to sign future grant agreements with similar 
terms, for up to two additional 12-month renewal periods ending December 31, 2017.  County 
Counsel approval will be obtained prior to executing such grant agreements, and the Director will 
notify the Board and the CEO in writing within ten business days after execution. 

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

DCFS has been receiving grants for the Wednesday’s Child program from the Freddie Mac 
Foundation for the past 14 years.  Athough the Freddie Mac Foundation ceased its operations at the 
end of 2014, the the Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption will continue to fund the Wednesdays 
Child program in five cities nationwide.  DCFS submitted a grant request to the Dave Thomas 
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Foundation and was awarded $30,000.  These funds are used to pay for a part-time Wednesday’s 
Child Coordinator position, the annual Wednesday’s Child reunion event, and miscellaneous items 
that may be needed to enhance the program. The goal of the program is to increase the number of 
hard-to-place children that reach permanency.  The grant award is for calendar year 2015 through 
December 31, 2015. 

By accepting the grant funds awarded, DCFS will be able to increase the likelihood of finding 
adoptive families for waiting children.  

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The recommended actions are consistent with the principles of the Countywide Strategic Plan Goals 
of 4 (Fiscal Responsibility) and 5 (Children and Family well-Being). Utilizing available Dave Thomas 
Foundation funding provides the County with the opportunity to enhance the likelihood for at-risk 
children and youth in foster care to achieve permanency. 

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

This Grant does not require a County match and is 100% fully funded by the Dave Thomas 
Foundation.  Therefore, there will be no impact on net County cost (NCC). Funding is included in the 
Department’s FY 14-15 Adopted Budget and will be included for subsequent fiscal years in the 
Department’s budget requests. 

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

To receive the funds, the DCFS Director will need to sign the attached Grant Agreement with the 
Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption. The Grant Agreement provides that DCFS will do the 
following:
1.     Facilitate the filming of television segments featuring waiting children or adoptive family success 
stories. 
2.     Select appropriate children and families to feature. 
3.     Assure that all children and families are properly prepared to be featured. 
4.     Coordinate the taping of the segments with the media partner (currently it is Fox 11 News) and 
the various venues. 
5.     Provide the media partner and the national program web site with appropriate photographs and 
descriptions of the children.
6.     Follow up with each prospective adoptive parent who responds to the segments. 
7.     Communicate regularly with the DCFS recruiters that referred the child as to the children’s 
status. 
8.     Remove children from the media partner’s and national web sites as necessary.  

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Approval of the recommended actions will allow DCFS to continue to enhance adoption recruitment 
on behalf of hard-to-place children and youth.  It is designed to improve the lives of children and 
families in all supervisorial districts by reducing the number of children in out-of-home care that exit 
the foster care system without a permanent family.  It would also shorten the timelines to 
permanency for children and youth under the supervision of DCFS.  
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CONCLUSION

Upon approval of this request, instruct the Acting Executive Officer/Clerk of the Board to send an 
adopted-stamped copy of the Board letter to:

1.     Department of Children and Family Services
Juvenile Court and Adoption Services
425 Shatto Place
Los Angeles, California 90020
Attention: Rhelda Shabazz, Deputy Director

PHILIP L. BROWNING

Director

Enclosures

c: Interim Chief Executive Officer
Acting Executive Office, Board of Supervisors
County Counsel

Respectfully submitted,
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